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the world to-day are becoming more and more aware of the
ineffectiveness of mere political systems when they are cut
off from the springs of ethico-religious inspiration. Without
a sense of growing solidarity between politics and culture,
it is almost impossible to humanize the machinery of State.
In India we must keep in view the ideal of cultural unity
among her diverse people, so that we may succeed in creating
healthy reactions in her political life, despite all impedi-
ments of our present circumstances. Our difficulties are
immense, and there are indeed serious obstacles in the way
of reaching our goal. But let us not be disheartened ; let
these obstacles be, in the words of our poet, " like blocks
of marble with which those who are artists amongst men
fashion the best living images of truth/' 1 We have to prove
that in the midst of her poverty, defeat, humiliation and
social disintegration, India still retains her capacity for a
creative synthesis of her varying cultures and civilizations.
She must assemble all her forces in order to extricate her
social life from the tyranny of the dead hand. Even if
her present seems gloomy and uncertain, let my countrymen
realize the truth of what Nietzsche wrote about his people :
" The Germans have as yet no to-day ; they are of the day
before yesterday and of the day after to-morrow." The
cultural heritage of the past and the vision of the future
will give us hope and courage. The future is indeed within
us and is to be shaped by ourselves. To those who tell us
that the inauguration of the new Constitution for India
is " a leap in the dark " or "a voyage into unknown
country/' we shall offer a challenge asserting that India
is conscious of her destiny and destination. And our
prayer is :
" Our voyage is begun, Captain, we bow to Thee I
The storm howls and the waves are wicked and wild, but we
sail on.
The menace of danger waits in the way to yield to Thee its
offerings of pain,
1 Tagore.

